Michigan Canoe Racing Association’s April 2016 Newsletter

} Tentative 2016 MCRA Schedule

|August 27-28 Mio's "First Dam" Canoe Race Peg Smutek 989-826-5382
| September 17 Tahquamenon Wilderness RaceCecilia Woolever 906-492-3325 Cecia@haberconstruction.com

| *Non-points race
|

|

|

_ i
| April 2-3 * Klondike Justin Giffith  989-820-5196 riverjustin@gmail.com I
!April 30 Hog Wild Canoe Challenge Michael Davis 989-370-0782 mikedavis56@hotmail.com !
iApriI 30* Hugh Heward Challenge Kruger Memorial Fundraiser ~ www.verlenkrugermemorial.org :
| May 14-15 Roscommon Bill Torongo torongow@gmail.com i
lJune 4 Black River Race Jim Wier jimwier@firststep.net i
June 11-12 Power Paddle Gabe Slominski (773) 983-3103 gabriel@NewaygoNationals.org I
'June 18 Huron River Canoe Challenge Tim Feldkamp (734) 668-7049 aacx19@yahoo.com !
:June 25 Clinton River Canoe Race Lynne Seymour 586-307-8229 :
i July 9-10 Manistee River Chase Race Hailey Halstead 989-710-0155 i
iJuIy 16-17 Harry Curley Memorial Justin Griffith  989-820-5196 riverjustin@gmail.com i
lJuly 23-24 Spikes Challenge Paddlers Tribute John Lucey jcluceyd6@gmail.com |
IJuly 30-31* AuSable River Canoe Marathon http://www.ausablecanoemarathon.org !
August 12-14* USCA Nationals Peter Heed http://www.newenglandnationals.org  pheed72@gmail.com :
|

|

|

|
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34th Annual Roscommon Canoe Chal-
: lenge

: C2 and C1 Races

= Wallace Park ** Roscommon, Michigan
= May 14th and 15th 2016

= NEW THIS YEAR: Paddlers who do both

: the C1 and C2 races are entered in a raffle
* to win a 1000 watt portable generator

: donated by Family Fare Grocery!!!!

: Over $1500 in prizes! Bonuses for Mixed (3
places), Womens, Masters, Seniors, C-1

! Youth Bonus for paddlers 19 and under.

! Must be an MCRA member to receive
points or prize money.

Schedule of Events

C2 Saturday

wRegistration begins at Wallace Park at
8:30 am with the race starting at 11:00

o
3

: WRegistration fee $25

: WTwo Expert 1 heats. Second heat will

= start six minutes after the first. Regardless
: of heat, itQall the same race. Expert 2 will

= begin shortly after second Expert 1 heat.

Expert 1 Race

One paddler will run to the river where
partner and canoe are waiting

Paddle to Deerhart Valley Road
Clockwise turn around buoy

Paddle to town.

Expert 2 Race

One paddler will run to the river where
partner and canoe is waiting

Paddle to just below Steckert Bridge
Clockwise turn around buoy

Paddle to town

wRace time is typically 1:20 to 1:50 hours
wLunch will be served at 3:00 p.m.
wAwards following lunch

C1 Sunday

wRegistration begins at Wallace Park at
8:00 a.m. with the race starting at 10:00
a.m.

WRegistration fee $15

wYour starting position is determined by
the order in which youQe registered.
wThere will be a fifteen second interval
between each racer.

wRace to just below Steckert Bridge, make
a clockwise turn, then paddle back to town
wAwards to follow conclusion of

The Ausable River Center is Open and ad-
mission is free. there is lots of historical
canoe/river things to see.

Verlen Kruger display.

Special Note

THOU SHALT NOT PARK IN THINE CHURCH
PARKING LOT!! Parking is available at Hia-
watha Canoe Livery or along the street.
Paddle Brave Livery (on the South Branch)
is open for camping race weekend.

bers gathering for the first event of the season. Now we are getting into the full
swing of the racing season, with the Hog Wild Canoe Challenge taking us down to the
Kalamazoo River. Featuring a course reminiscent of portions of the General Clinton
Canoe Regatta, itQa good early season challenge. Next, we will race the Roscommon
Canoe Challenge, a classic Michigan race with a running start and tight river pad-
dling. With plenty of training time in April and May, both races offer something you
can@get in training— a measure for later in the season, great camaraderie, and effort
driven by fierce competition. Support all events in these early season races, and keep
the MCRA circuit thriving. See you on the water— Rebecca Davis

http://www.paddlebrave.com/
Phone: (989) 275-5273 Toll-Free: 1-800-
681-7092

Coffee and baked goods will be provided
during registration each day.

MCRA rules apply

Directions to race start:

From South:

I-75 North

Exit 239

Right onto M-18/E Michigan Hwy

3 miles

Park is located on the left — just past the
Catholic Church

From North:

I-75 South

Exit 244

Left onto W. Federal Hwy/CR 200

3.8 miles

Turn left at light onto Lake Street

.2 miles

Park is located on left — just past the Cath-
olic Church

For more information, contact:

Bill Torongo

torongow@gmail.com (e-mail preferred)
989.275.4035

Fasrer Lighter
Stronger Betfer

By the time you are reading this Newsletter, the Klondike will have already had mem-
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http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.paddlebrave.com%2F&h=mAQG1MzFW&enc=AZMcT3-1WYxNoD00N5K_ekKFhMLZ_NjjvmoveUVNCv4UcOJDs7HzIYuQWlLQvwZfqhc&s=1

1 2016 Hog Wild Canoe Challenge
' April 30, 2016 at Stuart@ Landing Boat
: Launch, Marshall, Michigan

: Event Schedule:
1

: Registration (8:30am)

: C-1 Professional Race (10:00am)

:The first race of the day will feature at 45

: minute loop on Stuart@QPond and the Kala-
: mazoo River.

i C-2 Professional Race & Expert 2 (12:30 pm)
:The race starts on StuartQPond with a

1 small loop before portaging the dam into
:the Kalamazoo River. Paddle downstream

1 and finish the race at Historic Bridge Park,
:South Wattles Road, Battle Creek, Michigan.
: Expert 2 class will start and portage first.

: Food and Awards (After C-2 Race)

1 Join us for lunch and awards following the

: races. In addition to Prize Money, winners
:wiII receive Barton Family Smoked Bacon.

low St, Marshall, Ml (If using GPS, use Oak
Ridge Cemetery, Homer Rd, Marshall, Ml

From 1-69: Take Exit 36 (I-94 Bus/Michigan
Ave/M-96). Head east on Michigan Ave
until you reach the Traffic Circle. Atthe
Circle take the first exit (right) onto S Kala-
mazoo Ave. Follow S Kalamazoo Ave over
the train tracks, taking a Left at the blinking
light onto Hughes St. Go through 1 stop
light, past the StuartQ Landing Pavilion,
taking a left onto Willow St. immediately
after the blue bus garage across from the
Oak Ridge Cemetery. There will be signs
marking the entrance and parking.

From [-94: Merge onto I-69 South towards
Marshall. Take Exit 36 (1-94 Bus/Michigan
Ave/M-96). Head east on Michigan Ave
until you reach the Traffic Circle. At the
Circle take the first exit (right) onto S Kala-

light onto Hughes St. Go through 1 stop
light, past the Stuart@ Landing Pavilion,
taking a left onto Willow St. immediately
after the blue bus garage across from the
Oak Ridge Cemetery. There will be signs
marking the entrance and parking.

To Finish: Historic Bridge Park, South
Wattles Rd, Battle Creek, MI (GPS works for
this)

Take a right out of the parking lot onto
Homer Rd. The road name will change to
Hughes St, and then A Drive North. After 6
miles, the road tees, and make a right onto
12 Mile Road, then take the first left onto B
Drive North after approximately 1 mile.
After 3 % miles take a right onto 9 mile
road. Go past I-94, cross the river, and take
an immediate right after the bridge into the
Historic Bridge Park.

| mazoo Ave. Follow S Kalamazoo Ave over
:To Start: Stuart@ Landing Boat Launch, Wil- the train tracks, taking a Left at the blinking

Over the years, you may have noticed a number of Canadian pad-
dlers crossing the border to challenge some classic marathon pad-
dling races such as the General Clinton. The reality is a growing
generation of new marathon paddlers is emerging in Canada. The
nearby Province of Ontario is evidence of this as itQ quickly becom-
ing home to both new and classic marathon paddling events. With
more than 12 races sanctioned by the provincial sport body last
year, 4 races in particular should stand out to you. All four races
stand out in Ontario because they make up a paddling points series
(oupps.ca).

The Big East River X(BEX) is held in June and is a combina-
tion of lake and river, upstream and down. At 40 km (~25 miles) in
length the race course has adequate water, no portages but tests
your technical skills with endless switchbacks in the upper section
of the course. The race has grown over the last 3 years and is
treated by some as a warm up to its big brother the Muskoka River
X.

The NBMCA Mattawa River Canoe Race is 64 km (~40
miles) in length along the historic Mattawa River which was a major
exploration and trade route in early North America. Last year
marked the 400th anniversary that Samuel De Champlain passed
through the course, and this year will celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of the race. The course includes up to 12 portages, some of
which are rugged. The dinner and awards ceremony afterwards in
the Mattawa should not be missed.

The Kingston to Ottawa Canoe Race (K20) is up to 200 km
(~124 miles) in distance with a number of shorter distances availa-

ble. The start for the longer race course begins in Kingston and
follows the historic Rideau canal right to the Canadian capital city
of Ottawa. As an important recreational waterway route is marked
by navigation buoys and winds it way through farmers fields, bed-
rock, lakes and a canal system over numerous portages which are
mainly around historic locks. With an dunlimitedé category, this
would be a great race to challenge in a C4.

The Muskoka River X (MRX) is held in September and con-
sidered an expedition paddling race. With a variety of distances
ranging from 80 km to 220 km (137 miles) including up to 34 por-
tages, competitors must paddle unsupported and carrying manda-
tory supplies while navigating by map and compass. The course
follows the historic and scenic Muskoka River watershed, is rugged
in nature, and combines lake water with upstream and down-
stream paddling. The word often used to describe the MRX is epic.

If you®e looking for a new challenge and enjoy pushing
your limits on the water, its a great time to take advantage of the
exchange rate and compete in marathon paddling in Ontario. If
you have any questions regarding marathon paddling races in
please consult with Ontario Marathon Canoe and Kayak Racing
Association(OMCKRA), the race websites or contact the race organ-
izers directly.

Cheers,
Ontario Paddlers



http://oupps.ca

Susquehanna
C-2 Stock (New class at Nationals)

JD Pro
C-Z Pro Boat

Ist Znd and 3rd at the 70 & 80 Best all around pro boat

for most paddlers fr

avage

Custom Build Canoes 1'ver /4 DII

Recreational & Racing

Savage River Works Inc.

58! Clifton Drive

Diller C-1 Designs
L10king to buy or sleddk Emaifpurretnier t han the Facebook page I/Iarath

Rebecca Davis
22940 H Drive South
Homer, Ml 49245

visit us at www.miracing.com or on Facebook at Michigan canoe racing association



